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10 Developers as vandals
Dan Cruich shank

“orsirns” sid e Carpenier,

1 weep for you,” the Walrus said
“ 3 “You've had & pleasast run'

With sobs sed tears be soned oul Shall we te rutting home again
TIOR8 THE LARGAR 821 It awer came here mone
Hokdng s pockn hamtherchued And thes was sarcely odd. becaune
Before hus ireamng ey They'd eatem every one 1 !

10 & sense, Lewis Carroll's profoundly observed episode of the Walrus
and the Carpenter, with their apparent sadness but inexorable appetites,
epriomises one type of contemporary m,nak u-ua.- n-. ™
official vandalism i the name of ‘development’. of
ally “re-development’ -m-\myohmluldnfukuk’mllll
it has boen destrayimg, and is threatening always to destroy, structures
which arc not only of architectural and historical value, but of con-
sideruble worth a5 environmental asscts. As very real assets swch build-
ings should be carcfully and Jovingly conserved but. some may ask. is
their official destruction really vandalism? From the developen’
viewpoint coukd it mot be sum clearance? After all, development,
which always implics impeoremens when it is by no meam necessarily
0. does demand land, and sometimes sacrifice. Our case i that in too
many instances, after specific examples have been thoroughly cxamined
in their comteat. what has happencd s vandalum and this chapter
comsists of & series of case historses which illustrate our comtention. ARl
bat one of the cases are drawn from London, hlnkylyp‘,-'uln
happening throughout Britain and indeed. throughout the
They illustrate vandalism, often almost tearfully carried out,
only because of the pressing noeds of “the many’—for the so-calied
‘public good". But the ‘public’ is made up of “persons’ and it s now
becoming fairly clear that mech of our mew urban environment is
y bess suited 10 the all-round needs of human beingy. Because

because of genuine paychological mccessity and thase who destroy sech
ansets, for whatever reason, must be classified as vandals. Part of the
problem is that not ., including the vandals themselves,

people.

recognise what constitutes vandalivm. A youngster who pulls a telephone
Kiosk 1o pieces, or rips up # rallway seal, or wantonly carves his name
on an ancient monument, or runs berserk over a buikding site smashing
everything that can be smashed, is readily and universally classified as
u vandal But developens who employ a demolition firm to bulldoze
historically and socially irreplaceable structures are scen as buniness
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men, or as & democratically

responsible authority, carrying out ks
mate businest. Moreover, lhmmdlhlmmﬁ”
who for no apparent reason scems intent on smashing up ki ot |
-mncduu environment, is seikdom related to the Mﬂxuﬁl

e or to the 0wy

provided by development.

Aulhlbmpmwnum-wdmmh--!
widely appreciated how important environment is; what effects il &
on people and their bebaviour; of 1o what extent actual structems sy
significantly influence environment and people. To illustrate i b
point, ket us take an example which because of its extreme nature s
serve o reveal the truth. Ask yourself, what would the City of Losdn
h.l&mr..mmm-mmnhu
House and the Tower of Loadon and the Moaument and many sl |
but no less significant structures were all demolished ? Without fhes
would there by a City of London as we know it?

True, they are oaly buildings, but with the passage of time how med
more they have become. mmm;hﬂmw-ﬁth
has been lost, have they mot become symbols of continuity shee
existence give U 3 certain environmental solace and sense of sy’
Finc old buikdings in other places do the same. It must be added, 4t
that mostly they are pleasant, and even beautiful, 10 Jook at, whet
surely an added reason for their conservation,

But when we ask which baildings should be comserved, and Wiy
there is in fact no real problem. In Britain the govenment inef
faced and dealt with the matier. 1t has laid down that structures deod
to be of public importance may be listed as being of Histede &
Architectural Interest and once they are listed may not mi
destroyed of altered without official permission. Similarly,
exist in Europe and America, but for the sake of example ket ek
the British soene.

Most buikdings dated before 1700 if in anything like theie
condition are now listed. Buildings dated between 1700 and
nhomnwlmdllhyhnnnndmuhhlhv*
condition. Exceptional bu comstructed after 1840, or thow 88
are the work of well known architects, are also Hted. There a e

of listed structures, and the vast majority are lited Graded
Since the 1968 Town and Country Planning Act the pesaitios it
dertroying these listed buildings are:

“{a) on summary conviction to imprisonment for a term of net me
mnllmmlhwlluﬁmmlhllu”.wm:l

(b)on i 1o for a term not cxesd
n'lud!tllﬂlllh!olm or both:
and, in determining the amount of any fine . . . the court dal®

particular have regard 10 any financial bemefit which has scoreed &
appeans likely 1o accrue to him in consequence of the offence™
.
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A society which offers to the descendants of those who
uilt our cathedrals no other function than, at best, to be
caretakers, should not be surprised if some of them, for
distraction, end by smashing the windows.

CHARLES PEGUY

. & y 25.9. Councillor David Gibson, Housing Commintee Convener of

4 yairt_m the markﬂ _jl)r a better bualding G 7z siom (et and| Gearge Bowse, Chief Archisect of
e Crudens Ltd, inspecting a model of Cranhill Extension
dreass. development in 1962. This scheme, comprising three 18-storey
a better burlchng blocks and low flats, was built from 1963. Development of the site,
i a shorter tome a former industrial wasteground scquired by Crudens, was rapidly
at & bower cont pushed through to compensate for delays in the preparation of the
much larger Sighthill site. (Glasgow Herald and Ecening Tima)




